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Process Paper 

Topic 

I knew little of the Transcontinental Railroad until half a year ago when my English teacher 

assigned me to write an essay on the topic. The essay was neither formal nor detailed, but 

through the brief research about Transcontinental Railroad, I discovered an interesting yet 

scarcely mentioned human rights problem: the exploitation of Chinese laborers. While some 

people have focused on technology and the economic impact of the Transcontinental Railroad, I 

became more interested in the human side of the story, as a novel idea and especially as a result 

of the increasing discussion about human and workers’ rights problems today. 

Research 

At first, I attempted to grasp the whole view of the Transcontinental Railroad first, then 

narrowed it down to Chinese labor issues. Therefore, I read Stephen Ambrose’s Nothing Like It 

In the World, which separated the construction stages by time. Through reading this grand 

scheme, I generally understood the motives of the Central Pacific and Chinese laborers. 

Moreover, the difficult construction process can be the best evidence of resilience and diligence, 

which makes these people great. I came up with three research questions: Why were Chinese 

workers enacted from the Golden Spike photo? How did the strike of Chinese workers in 1867 

fail and how did it shape further stereotypes about Chinese? What was the connection between 

the Transcontinental Railroads and the Exclusion Act? Then, I read Gordon Chang’s Ghosts of 

Gold Mountain, which focused on Chinese laborers. I discovered numerous primary sources, 

including Charles Crocker’s quotes, Cantonese folk songs, etc. After understanding from the 

Chinese perspective, I researched the legacy of this event: the Exclusion Act.  



Website 

I decided to create a website because of my interest in computer science. I learned Python and 

Java before. Moreover, I discovered the development of digital history: multiple universities 

conducted research projects online recently. I believe that websites will be a trend for historical 

research in future. My project would be the start of developing my digital history experience. 

Regarding the NHD website builder, it was hard to adapt at first because of the restrictions. But 

using both the website builder and my HTML knowledge, I finally produced my research 

project, thanks to the assistance from my history teacher for revisions and website building.  

Frontiers in History 

I took a different approach to examining the frontiers. Superficially, I attempted to expose the 

neglected sacrifices of frontiers. People often remember how the Transcontinental Railroads is a 

frontier of opening the west, which facilitates transportation across the nation and the economic 

and agricultural prosperity of the west coast. However, the Chinese workers’ efforts are ignored, 

as proved by mistreatments, being discarded from the Last Spike photo, and the Exclusion Act.  

More profoundly, I am acknowledging the “frontier” that the erased histories are recapturing 

people’s attention nowadays. In my project, Chinese descendants celebrated the 150th 

anniversary of the Last Spike to remind people of their ancestors’ impact. The trend that hidden 

histories are recognized is a significant frontier of viewing history. 
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